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MERICAN INDEPENDENCE was not 
pre-ordained. It was won on the bat-
tlefield by brave volunteers willing to 
sacrifice everything for an ideal, a hope 
and the promise of liberty. Now, as we 
prepare for the 250th anniversary of 
the nation’s founding, the American 
Battlefield Trust and the Daughters of 

the American Revolution (DAR) are uniting in the sacred trust 
of remembering the valor of that founding generation.

The collaboration, announced to state and regional DAR 
leaders during the National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution Continental Congress on June 30, is 
two-fold. First, the two organizations pledged to work with the 
National Park Service to secure the protection of an additional 
2,500 acres of Revolutionary War battlefield land by the end of 
the anniversary commemoration, creating places to remember 
the ordinary citizen soldiers who built this nation. The battle-
fields targeted are among the most famous in American history: 
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Revolutionary re-enactors in action, 
Historic Bath, N.C.

BUDDY SECOR

E HAVE BEEN WORKING with our friends at 
HearHere on a travel story app highlighting 
stories from our past. HearHere is an audio  
entertainment app for travelers available on the 
App Store for iPhone. The curious road tripper 
finds stories and the history of the places they 
are traveling through and to, in a travel podcast 

format told by storytellers like Kevin Costner and Phil Jackson.
HearHere was launched in 2020 and is in the process of publishing more 

than 10,000 audio stories from across the United States by summer’s end — 
including a growing number contributed by the Trust’s staff of historians.

“The power of place is absolutely central to the Trust’s mission,” said 
Trust President David Duncan, “and that is a philosophy completely shared 
by the creative team behind HearHere. We are thrilled to partner with this  
exciting initiative and help more Americans encounter the powerful sites where  
history unfolded.”

You can preview the American Battlefield Trust’s contributions at www 
.battlefields.org/HearHere.

An app user can choose tailored content based on their interests, from 
such themes as Colorful Characters, Culture, History, Local Insights, Music, 
Natural Wonders, Places of Interest and Sports. While on a road trip, HearHere 
uses location-awareness autoplay to provide notifications about travel stories 
to listen to when passing a site. Or download and listen offline.H

EVERY STORY HAS A PLACE
The American Battlefield Trust & HearHere: 

Telling Stories Together

“In the Civil War, we lost over half a million [people],  
and I’m haunted by that... I’m drawn to the battles,  
I’ll go to Bull Run, Antietam, Chattanooga. I have to.” 

— Kevin Costner, HearHere Co-Founder
Three-time Academy® Award Winner

Brandywine, Cowpens, Guildford Courthouse, Saratoga and 
Yorktown. Preservation of this hallowed ground is urgent.

The groups will marry their individual strengths — DAR’s 
incomparable records and archives, and the Trust’s expertise in 
crafting compelling 21st-century interpretation materials — to 
create a groundbreaking online gateway that brings to life the 
fascinating people and places of the Revolutionary era. This 
digital experience will use cutting-edge technology — animated 
maps, virtual tours and augmented reality — to share the com-
pelling stories of the Revolution with modern audiences, show-
casing the diverse viewpoints and experiences of the men and 
women who fought for American liberty at its dawning.

“Our two organizations, working individually, have  
accomplished much,” said Trust President David Duncan.  
“By joining forces during the America 250 celebration, we  
can create an enduring legacy that inspires long after the  
anniversary has ended. Together, we will develop new and  
meaningful ways to tell the compelling stories of the people 
who forged America.”H

A VICTORIOUS WEEK
Defines “victory,”  

yields 10 preservation successes

HEN the American Battle-
field Trust announces a 
“victory,” the term en-
compasses a series of ac-
tions taken to save sacred 

battlefield acreage. From the research to identify 
the particular historical actions that took place on 
the land at hand, to the determination of legal un-
derpinnings and negotiations with landowners, to 
consultation with local groups and decisionmak-
ers, to the efforts made to find funding partners 
and gather support from other pivotal donors, the 
organization is thorough and attentive throughout 
each step in the process.

In May 2021, we marked National Preserva-
tion Month with our first ever Victory Week, shar-
ing the detailed process with members and trum-
peting a diverse roundup of recent preservation 
victories. Looking at 10 battlefields in six states, 
the announcement speaks to 633 acres across 
two Revolutionary War battlefields, three Virginia 
Civil War sites and five battlefields from the Civil 
War’s Western Theater: Averasboro, N.C.; Brice’s 
Cross Roads, Miss.; Cedar Creek, Va.; Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; Parkers Cross Roads, Tenn.; Parker’s Ferry, 
S.C.; Port Royal Island, S.C.; Sailor’s Creek, Va.; 
Wilson’s Creek, Mo.; and White Oak Road, Va.

Learn more about this important initiative at 
www.battlefields.org/victory-week-2021.H 

Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park
Chattanooga, Tenn.
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FROM the TRENCHES
BREAKING PRESERVATION NEWS

REVOLUTIONARY COLLABORATION
American Battlefield Trust Joins Daughters of the American Revolution  

to Remember the Founding Generation
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THEN
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MAKING THE PAST PERSONAL
with ever-deepening collaboration
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